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G E N E R A L  M A N A G E R

M A R K  S T U B B S

Planning for tomorrow.

Farmers EC News

 If you’ve watched our Annual Meeting videos over 
the past few years you’ve heard Bobby Middleton, 
the cooperative’s secretary-treasurer, welcome all 
our new members. In the past five years we’ve added 
more than 30,000 new members. Very few electric 
cooperatives are experiencing such rapid growth.

GROWTH
 In 2015, Farmers Electric Cooperative powered 
54,718 electric accounts. Eight years later, at the 
end of 2023, the cooperative served 94,562 electric 
accounts with a high possibility of hitting 100,000 
this year. This is the sort of growth that puts 
Farmers Electric on the list of the fastest growing 
cooperatives in the country.
 From our perspective the growth, primarily 
in single family homes, will continue for the 
foreseeable future. Homebuilders are continuing to 
plan new residential developments and many will 
be located in our service area. As we move closer to 
celebrating 90 years of service to northeast Texans, 
our pledge to all members remains the same. We 
strive to deliver exceptional service at a reasonable 
rate. We understand the importance of keeping 
the lights on and keeping our rates steady despite 
rapidly rising costs.

MAINTENANCE
 Keeping the lights on is a point of pride at Farmers 
Electric. We know that investing in our distribution 
system today helps to maintain our reliability 
standards. Two essential components of reliability 
include a commitment to preventative maintenance 
and vegetation management.

 Preventative maintenance is about inspecting 
poles and substation equipment and doing 
diagnostic work to make sure everything is operating 
within acceptable tolerances. We actively repair or 
replace equipment to ensure our distribution system 
can withstand the heat of the summer and the 
occasional Arctic blasts in the winter.
 Keeping right-of-way areas clear is an ongoing  
job. Generally speaking, healthy trees don’t fall on 
power lines, and clear lines don’t cause problems. 
Proactive trimming and pruning keep lines clear 
to improve reliability. Right-of-way maintenance 
practices will be a hot topic when our legislature 
meets next year. There already seems to be strong 
interest in the aftermath of Hurricane Beryl in 
pursuing legislation to better regulate utility 
vegetation management practices.
 While preventative maintenance and vegetation 
management are vitally important in keeping  
our electric distribution system problem free.  
Both activities are costly, time-consuming,  
and labor intensive. We believe the investment 
yields dividends for both new members and for 
long-term members.
 Keeping the lights on costs more today than  
at any time in our history. Even essential materials 
like poles, wires, transformers, meters and trucks 
have increased in cost.  Despite the increased  
costs, we continue to work each day to provide  
all members with the same exceptional service  
we’ve delivered for almost 90 years. To us, that’s  
the cooperative difference.
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Watch the proceedings from the comfort of your home.

87THANNUAL
CO-OP MEETING VIDEO
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Capital Credit Member Bonuses are unique to electric cooperatives because unlike investor-owned utilities, 
which exist to create profit for their shareholders, we give back to our members—not shareholders. Anytime 
there’s money left over after we’ve fulfilled our commitments, the funds are allocated to members in the form 
of a Capital Credit Member Bonus, which are calculated based on member’s kilowatt-hour purchases and 
years of service. Look for your Capital Credit Member Bonus as a Bill Credit or Check.

LEARN MORE ABOUT CAPITAL CREDIT  
MEMBER BONUSES AT: FarmersElectric.coop.

MEMBER RESOURCES 

Capital Credit  
Member Bonuses  
have been issued.
It pays to be a Farmers EC member.

YOU’RE IN POWER.903 455 1715  |  FarmersElectric.coop  |
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2023 HARD COSTS

How your dollars  
were spent in 2023.

PRESIDENT AND GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT
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Counties of Operation 

Collin, Dallas, Delta, Fannin, Franklin, 
Hopkins, Hunt, Kaufman, Rains,  
Rockwall, Van Zandt, and Wood

Payment Options 

SmartHub
Payment Kiosk
By telephone or mail
Pay Stations: MoneyGram, Fidelity Express,  
 and Western Union Quick Collect

Corporate Services 

Budget Bill Plan (Averaging month-to-month)
Proactive Bill Plan (Pay-as-you-go)
Generator Incentive Program
Energy-Efficiency Rebates
Scholarships
Operation Round Up

ASSETS: 2023 2022
Current and Other Assets 
Total Cost of Electric System  $525,490,398 $464,336,213 
Less Accumulated Depreciation 125,069,615 114,527,253 

Net Value of System  400,420,783 349,808,960 

Investments in Associated Organizations  62,373,076 55,664,655 
Cash, Investments & Cash Related Items 2,330,699 4,043,068
Accounts and Notes Receivable 16,058,231 18,084,953 
Construction Materials & Related Items 89,249 119,970 
Prepaid - Insurance, Office Supplies, etc. 1,160,253 951,036 
Deferred Costs  2,950,024 4,165,527 

TOTAL ASSETS $485,382,315 $432,838,169 

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY:
Liabilities
Mortgage Notes 203,989,984 167,561,533 
Notes Payable - Line of Credit 0 0 
Purchased Power Payable 8,412,482 15,750,966 
Taxes, Interest, Other Payables 70,927,652 59,263,305 
Deferred Credits  2,077,362 1,919,143 

Equities
Membership Fees  1,441,568 1,346,188 
Patronage Capital 198,533,267 186,997,034 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY $485,382,315 $432,838,169 

2023 Income and Expense Report
INCOME: 2023 2022 
Sale of Electric Service $196,101,833 $215,693,209 
Other Income (Interest & Miscellaneous) 707,851 953,253 
Patronage Capital Credit Income 8,258,223 7,174,892 

TOTAL INCOME $205,067,907 $223,821,354 

EXPENSES:
Electric Power Purchased 128,853,201 147,935,699 
Operations 38,064,378 32,605,288 
Depreciation 14,595,020 13,469,750 
Taxes 8,961 6,430 
Interest on Debt 8,585,351 7,407,459 

TOTAL EXPENSES $190,106,911 $201,424,626 

NET MARGINS - INCOME $14,960,996 $22,396,728 

Capital Credit Refund Paid to Members $3,424,763 $3,518,726 

YOU’RE IN POWER.

2023 Balance Sheet
Farmers EC Office

Farmers Electric Cooperative
2000 East Interstate 30,  
Greenville, TX 75402

903 455 1715  |  FarmersElectric.coop
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1 DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 12/31/2024. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off, and 12 months no money down, no monthly payments, no 
interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 10/1/2024 and 12/31/2024. 40% off windows and entry/patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Additional $35 
off each window or entry/patio door, minimum purchase of four (4) required, taken after initial discount(s), when you purchase by 12/31/2024. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the 
purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period.Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, 
national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. 
License numbers available at renewalbyandersen.com/license. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. 2Values are based on comparison of Renewal by Andersen® double-hung window U-Factor to the U-Factor 
for clear dual-pane glass non-metal frame default values from the 2006, 2009, 2012, 2015, and 2018 International Energy Conservation Code “Glazed Fenestration” Default Tables. ‡Review aggregator survey of 5-star reviews among leading national 
full-service window replacement companies. January 2024 Reputation.com. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective owners. © 2024 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. RBA13747

*Using U.S. and
 imported parts.

Visit findyourwindow.com

888-874-9058

Offer Ends December 31
Call for your FREE consultation.

“ My overall experience was great. I love the window, and from sales to scheduling, 
the experience was very good. The installers are highly skilled professionals and 

  I would recommend Renewal by Andersen to all my contacts.” 
  LYNN F. | RENEWAL BY ANDERSEN CUSTOMER

4.7 OUT OF 5 BASED ON 95,000+ REVIEWS

KEEP THE HEAT IN AND THE COLD AIR OUT!
Solving your window problems and having a comfortable home 
is easy and enjoyable when you choose Renewal by Andersen. 
Take advantage of this great offer to save money on your window 
project – and help save on high energy bills for years to come!

49%
MORE EFFICIENT2

Keep the 
heat in and 
the cold out.

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4 – INTEREST ACCRUES FROM THE DATE OF PURCHASE BUT IS WAIVED IF PAID IN FULL WITHIN 12 MONTHS

NO Money Down | NO Monthly Payments | NO Interest for 12 months1

AND

ALL WINDOWS AND PATIO DOORS!1

40%
OFF

BUY 1,
GET 1

OFF EACH WINDOW 
AND DOOR1

Take an Extra

$35
AND

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4

  



TEX ASCOOPPOWER .COM OCTOBER 2024  TEX AS CO-OP POWER   3

contents

04 Currents 
The latest buzz 

05 TCP Talk
 Readers respond

16 Co-op News
 Information
 plus energy
 and safety
 tips from your
 cooperative

25 Footnotes in  
Texas History

 The Flapper Bandit
 By Martha Deeringer

26 TCP Kitchen
 Pumpkin and Spice
 By Vianney 

Rodriguez

30 Hit the Road
 Dragons Not 

Included
 By Chet Garner

33 Focus on Texas
 Photo Contest:
 Climbing High   

34 Observations 
 There’s No Party 

Like La Pitada
 By W.F. Strong

October 2024

ON THE COVER
Jay Jones of College Station hurtles around a 
track in Gun Barrel City in his souped-up mower.
Photo by Julia Robinson
ABOVE
Texas Tech University student Kassidy Edwards 
hikes her bike out of Fresno Canyon in Big Bend 
Ranch State Park.
Photo by Jerod Foster

Grassroots 
Movement
Yard work doesn’t cut it for the 
dedicated drivers and DIYers  
of lawn mower racing.

Story and Photos by Julia Robinson

Learning the 
Hard Way
College professors are taking 
students way out of the 
classroom for educational 
adventures.

By Pam LeBlanc

10
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Currents

FINISH THIS 
SENTENCE
My favorite hand-me-down is ...

 Tell us how you would finish that 
sentence. Email your short responses 
to letters@TexasCoopPower.com or 
comment on our Facebook post.  
Include your co-op and town. 

Here are some of the responses to our 
August prompt: I can’t wait to learn  …

How to quilt. Katie Phillips’ story has 
inspired me [In the Beginning, August 
2024]. It’s never too late.
J A N E T  K E L LY 
B L U E B O N N E T  E C 
E L G I N

How to make tamales from scratch.
J E N N Y  C A R P E N T E R 
C E N T R A L  T E X A S  E C 
I N G R A M

Something new every day so I don’t  
grow old.
K AT H Y  B O L S E N 
P E D E R N A L E S  E C 
S P R I N G  B R A N C H

About the world from my great- 
grandchildren.  
K AT  C R O S S 
H O U S T O N  C O U N T Y  E C 
C R O C K E T T 

Visit our website to see more responses. D
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E V E R  WO N D E R  W H Y  National Hispanic Heritage Month, commemorated  
each September 15–October 15, spans two calendar months?

The celebration begins in the middle of September to coincide with inde-
pendence days in several Latin American countries: Costa Rica, El Salvador,  
Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua celebrate theirs September 15, followed 
by Mexico on September 16, Chile on September 18 and Belize on September 
21. The month also overlaps with Día de la Raza, a Latin American holiday 
that for some replaces Columbus Day, October 12, to celebrate the region’s 
mixed Indigenous and European heritage.

Latin America 
Celebrates

 Contests and More
ENTER CONTESTS AT 
TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

$500 RECIPE CONTEST 
Pies, Pies, Pies

FOCUS ON TEXAS PHOTOS 
I Love      

RECOMMENDED READING
Read Wiley’s Sages from December 2013  
to learn more about the undisputably mighty 
Wiley College debate team. Melvin B. Tolson 
organized the team 100 years ago this month, 
October 28, 1924.

Night Vision
Lago Vista, a community 
nestled along Lake Travis in 
Central Texas, made history 
65 years ago this month. 
The town, northwest of 
Austin, became the first rural 
community in the U.S. to get 
streetlights, October 20, 
1959, thanks to Pedernales 
Electric Cooperative.
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TCP Talk

AU G U S T  2 0 2 4   Open Roads, Open Eyes

 “Beautiful pictures and a 
great story. Texas does have 
wonderful scenery and vistas. 
We all need to slow down and 
see what’s out there.”
M A R Y  H E N D E R S O N  H A R P 
V I A  F A C E B O O K

Getting Electricity
I was born in 1944 and raised on a farm in 
southwest Iowa [In the Beginning, August 
2024]. We did not get power until 1947 or 
1948. Our house was wired for electricity, 
but all progress toward lighting up the 
homes stopped when the war started.

We had the light switches, which, of 
course, did nothing, and my mom would 
tell me that I played with those switches 
so much, she wondered if they would still 
work when we actually did get power. 
Lucky for me they did. 

Sheryl S. McNally 
Pedernales EC  
Marble Falls 

Dimmitt, Darn It 
Having grown up in Earth, the photo on 
Page 8 caught my eye [Open Roads, Open 
Eyes; August 2024]. I don’t recall silage 
mounds back in the 1950s, but I do recall 
Dimmitt being spelled with two T’s.

Evelyn McAnelly
Medina EC 
Hondo

Earthy Elocution
Lyndon B. Johnson could be earthy in  
his language at times, and many jokes 
and stories wouldn’t be suitable for a 
family magazine [Sense and Humor, 
August 2024].

One of the milder anecdotes involved 
a crisis in Greek politics between Prime 
Minister Georgios Papandreou and his 
son and political opponent Andreas 
Papandreou. LBJ called the Greek 
ambassador in to urge the Greeks to get 
their act together. 

LBJ, who wasn’t good at lengthy 
foreign names, told the ambassador, 
“You tell old Papa-what’s-his-name to  
get together with that other Papa-what’s-
his-name and work something out.”

Charles Wukasch
Pedernales EC 
Austin

Required Reading
Finish This Sentence in the August issue 
hit a chord. Elmer Kelton’s books are 
classic, and the one noted, The Time It 
Never Rained, is a must-read.
 
Charles Patterson
Navarro County EC 
Corsicana
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 W R I T E  T O  U S
letters@TexasCoopPower.com

Editor, Texas Co-op Power 
1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor
Austin, TX 78701 

Please include your electric  
co-op and town. Letters may  
be edited for clarity and length.
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Yard work doesn’t cut it  
for the dedicated drivers and 
DIYers of lawn mower racing

GRASSROOTS
MOVEMENT



TEX ASCOOPPOWER .COM OCTOBER 2024  TEX AS CO-OP POWER   7

S T O R Y  A N D  P H O T O S  B Y  J U L I A  R O B I N S O N 

CLOCK WISE FROM OPPOSITE Kevin Counsil, a 
“horsepower junkie,” raced dirt bikes for 20 years 
before discovering lawn mower racing. Annsley 
Howard, with her dad, John, has been racing 
mowers since she was 9. Richard Wooley holds 
off Jesse Vick during the U.S. Lawn Mower 
Racing Association national finals in June in Gun 
Barrel City. Family, friends and curiosity seekers 
find the action way more exciting than watching 
grass grow. 

A fter first responders rushed over to Bobby Lechinger, who  
was face down on the dirt track after flipping his lawn mower, 
they tended to his injuries, including a fractured foot.

But Lechinger still had his eyes on a prize.
“Please don’t cut my racing pant leg,” the mower racer from  

Madisonville told the ambulance crew. “I have to race tomorrow.”
Lawn mower racing may sound like a joke, but the drivers are  

seriously dedicated to their sport.
With four wheels (mostly on the ground), cutting blades removed 

and a low center of gravity, lawn mower racing doesn’t make for 
many crashes, but it can still be dangerous. On this hot June  
morning in Gun Barrel City, southeast of Dallas, Lechinger was 
among a dozen drivers hurtling around a small dirt oval track tucked 
between baseball fields and a Baptist church. This is the home track 
for the Lone Star Mower Racing Association and for an unexpected 
blend of grassroots engineering, adrenaline-fueled competition, 
light-hearted humor and Texas grit.

The competitors don full-body motocross-style racing suits and 
safety gear and push their minuscule home-built machines to the 
edge. With the temperature pushing into the mid-90s before racing 
even starts, everyone is sweating but smiling. A small but curious 
crowd has filled the bleachers, some huddling under umbrellas for 
relief from the intense sunshine. As the green flag waves, the compet-
itors roar across the starting line, and the dirt flies.

Lawn mower racing traces its origins, as you might expect, to a 
laugh in a bar. 

In 1973, Irishman Jim Gavin and a group of his mates from West 
Sussex, in England, were bemoaning the increasing cost of motor 
sports, with sponsorships and professional drivers pushing out  
everyday enthusiasts. But they realized they all owned lawn mowers 
and decided to race them. Eighty competitors showed up for that 
first gathering of the British Lawn Mower Racing Association.
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In the U.S., there’s an annual lawn mower race in Indiana 
that started in 1963, and there had been a few one-off races 
over the years at county fairs and rodeo sideshows. But 
nothing was formalized until 1992, when STA-BIL, an 
engine fuel additives brand, announced a publicity stunt on 
April Fool’s Day: the first U.S. Lawn Mower Racing Associa-
tion competition. 

The promotion was a surprising success and 32 years on, 
lawn mower racing is still finding new fans and competitors, 
attracting racers from other motor sports drawn to the 
affordability and do-it-yourself engineering.

The Texas chapter—the Lone Star Mower Racing Associa-
tion—formed in 1998, with a racing season that runs from 
roughly Labor Day to Memorial Day, skipping the hottest 
months when engine (and driver) performance suffers. 
Boerne, Bonham, Bulverde, Caldwell, Madisonville, Whites-
boro and Wortham also host races and exhibitions. The 
rules are fairly simple: remove the cutting blades, build your 
mower to regulation rules and go faster than everyone else.

At its core, lawn mower racing is a celebration of ingenu-
ity and resourcefulness. With strict regulations governing 
engine size and modifications, racers must get creative to 
gain a competitive edge. Each mower is a testament to its 
owner’s craftsmanship and dedication.

There are eight classes of competition based on engine 
size, horsepower, wheelbase and other specs. Kids as young 
as 6 can compete with stock mowers (6.5 horsepower or less) 
and top speeds around 20 mph. The fastest classes are the 
factory experimental classes—the Formula 1 of mowers—
with FXS (single cylinder) and FXT (twin cylinder) machines 
that can exceed 100 mph.

Kevin Counsil, president of the LSMRA and a member of 
Houston County Electric Cooperative, competes in the fast-
est FXT class. Dressed in a red, white and blue NASCAR-
style suit, Counsil greets me in front of his travel trailer, 
home to four mowers. He spent 20 years racing dirt bikes 
before retiring from the sport. 

He saw his first LSMRA race in 2021, and “before the race 

was even over, I was on the internet looking for a mower. 
Two weeks later we drove to Michigan to pick it up, and 
that was four lawn mowers ago,” Counsil says with a laugh. 
“I’m a horsepower junkie at heart, and there’s nothing 
more redneck than going lawn mower racing.”

He jokes that his racing number, 12K, is the start-up  
cost for his new racing habit but is quick to point out how 
accessible and affordable lawn mowers are compared to 
other motor sports. “This is really one of the cheapest 
sports you can get into horsepowerwise. The entry level  
is probably $1,000–$1,500.”

Lawn mower racing thrives on the participation of 
everyday Texans who have formed and foster a tightly knit 
community of gearheads. There’s more camaraderie than 
cutthroat competition. Sure, racers are eager to win, but 
they’re just as likely to lend a helping hand to a fellow  
competitor. In the pits, racers swap tips, share tools and 
forge lasting friendships. There are no cash prizes in the 
sport—just trophies and bragging rights.

Lawn mower racing  
embodies the spirit  
of Texas itself:  
bold, resilient and  
unapologetically fun.

ABOVE Philip Fallis of Willis chats with 
fans after a race. OPPOSITE Counsil 
says he saw his first race in 2021 and 
“before the race was even over, I was 
on the internet looking for a mower.”
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Back on the track, competitors have started the feature 
races, which have been shortened to 15 laps instead of the 
usual 20 due to the heat. 

Brandi Vercher from Highlands is one of three women 
racing today and takes her first checkered flag after years of 
coming in second and third place in the GPT class.

Annsley Howard, 17, from New Ulm, takes first in the FXS 
class on her machine painted black and green. Howard, the 
2023 state champion in the FXS class, has been racing since 
she was 9. “It’s just fun. It’s an adrenaline rush,” she says with 
a smile.

Her father, John Howard, got involved with racing when a 
friend asked for help from his welding shop. “Two and a half 
weeks later, I built a mower that I couldn’t even fit on,” John 
says. “I had to get someone else to drive it. And then it just 
snowballed from there.”

Lots of drivers have a story like this, in which a friend or 
family member enticed them into the sport. Sammie Neel, 
LSMRA secretary-treasurer and a customer of Bryan Texas 
Utilities, also races in the FXS class. “I like to say we’ve been 
ruining lawns since 1992!”

Neel’s husband got into the sport first, then warmed her 
onto the track.

“Whenever I finally got out there, I was going slow,” she says, 
drawing out the word “slow.” “I got lapped like five times, and I 
was so mad when I got off the track, I said, ‘You make that 
sucker go. If I’m going to be out here, I’m racing.’ ”

Then she couldn’t stop. “You think you’re just going to go 
out there and putt around, but once—and I mean once—
somebody passes you, you’re like, ‘Ahh, I’m ready to go!’ ”

The timekeeper and scoring judge today is Kerry Evans, the 
USLMRA president, who drove in from Alabama. He’s been in 
the sport since 1998 and has two national championships. 

“When we started in the ’90s, we had 30- and 40-mph 
lawn mowers,” Evans says. “People started experimenting 
and tinkering, and in September of 2010, a group of us went 
to the Bonneville Salt Flats and set the land-speed record on 
the lawn mower at 96½ miles an hour.” 

Today’s FXT mowers can surpass 100 mph. “It’s just been 
rock and mow ever since,” Evans says.

The spirit of the sport’s April Fool’s origin has never left, 
and many early racers had punny monikers: Sir Lawns A Lot, 
the Lawn Ranger, Blade Runner, Prograsstinator. These days 
everyone runs under their actual names, but the sport still 
gets chuckles. 

 “We tell people, hey, we race lawn mowers, and they’ll just 
start laughing,” Neel says. “And we’re like, seriously, you 
know, laugh if you want, but come out to the races because 
they go fast. 

“And then once they come out, they get excited. They’re a 
fan after that.” 

Lawn mower racing embodies the spirit of Texas itself: 
bold, resilient and unapologetically fun. As long as there are 
lawns to mow and racers with a need for speed, the roar of 
mowers will continue to remind us that, sometimes, the 
most extraordinary adventures can be found in the most 
unexpected places.

“The mow, the merrier,” Evans says. D
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SOME OF THE MOST important lessons of  
college didn’t come in a classroom for Thira Schlegel.  
They came during a 10-day trip to Tanzania in January, 
when the Southwestern University senior and 11 other  
students climbed to the summit of Mount Kilimanjaro.

During the trip, part of the university’s Outdoor  
Adventure Program, Schlegel befriended a Tanzanian  
porter, a young man named Good Luck, who, like her, is  
an artist. Arriving in camp after difficult days of hiking at 
high elevations, Schlegel would unpack her art supplies and 
take in the rugged surroundings.

“I’d find a spot that inspired me and invite Good Luck to 
join,” Schlegel says. “We painted the same scene together, 
sometimes in silence and sometimes talking about our  
lives and how they’re similar and different.”

That experience, Schlegel says, made her realize the  
privilege she has at home in Texas and inspired a series  
of paintings that incorporate themes of sustainability  
and adventure. 

It also gave her confidence she’ll carry with her the  
rest of her life.

TOP OF THE CLASS

Schlegel and the others’ ascension of Kilimanjaro, 
which at 19,341 feet is the tallest peak in Africa,  
was part of a program led by mountaineer Branndon 

Bargo. He’s Southwestern’s assistant director for outdoor 
adventure and executive producer and host of The High-
pointers, a PBS series about Bargo and his brother, Greg, 
climbing the highest peaks in all 50 states.

The trip capped a year of shorter excursions that included 
mountain biking, kayaking, horseback riding and caving—
all designed to help students feel more comfortable out-
doors, find community and hone their leadership skills 
along the way.

“We want them to have fun but learn something,”  
Branndon Bargo says of the extracurricular program, which 
he hopes will eventually become a for-credit class at the 

LEARNING  
the HARD WAY

B Y  P A M  L E B L A N C

College professors are taking students  
way out of the classroom for educational adventures

university in Georgetown, north of Austin. 
Baylor University, Texas A&M University, the University  

of Texas at Austin and other campuses also offer various 
forms of outdoor activities to round out their students’ 
education.

“It’s a way to retain students,” Bargo says. “During 
COVID, we learned kids get really stressed out. They need a 
way to have community and find friends and de-stress. The 
university realizes this is a way to do that—and get students 
outdoors. They’re putting an emphasis on it and money 
toward it.”

ABOVE Southwestern University student Thira Schlegel, left, with 
Good Luck, a Tanzanian porter she befriended on her trip to Africa. 
OPPOSITE Members of Southwestern’s Outdoor Adventure Program 
at the summit of Mount Kilimanjaro.
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RESPECTING THE UNEXPECTED

A t Texas Tech University, students in the Adventure 
Media class, offered in the spring semester, bicycled 
100 miles through the rugged canyons and cactus-

studded plateaus of West Texas this year, gathering video 
and photos and collecting scientific data to create a three-
part YouTube series about desert botanicals.

Jerod Foster co-teaches the program, created in 2014 and 
originally geared toward students interested in working in 
outdoor media. Today it’s offered as an elective to students 
in all majors, but they must apply and interview for a spot. 

“About half the class are folks interested in media produc-
tion and storytelling, and the other half are folks from engi-
neering, business, arts and humanities who are interested 
in a unique experience that lets them dive into areas their 
majors don’t let them focus on,” Foster says.

The signature experience of each session is a bike back-
packing trip during spring break. Last year students biked 
150 miles through New Mexico. This year’s class pedaled 
100 miles through prickly Big Bend Ranch State Park, along 
the Rio Grande.

“The primary takeaway is for them to get a very real-world 
taste of what it’s like to go into the field as a professional and 
work through an incredibly intense challenge, then get to 
the other side and produce a quality project,” Foster says. 
“They grow in confidence and resilience, both physically 
and mentally. They become a lot more aware of the purpose 
they are driving themselves toward.”

It’s something that today’s students, whether they realize 
it or not, are craving, says Foster, who’s also a prolific travel 
and nature photographer. “They want to be pushed out of 

their comfort zone. This lets them experience a reality that’s 
not augmented, and that’s a precious commodity.”

Such programs might look and feel foreign compared to the 
traditional classroom experience, but—particularly post-
pandemic—institutions that are not adopting such immersive, 
hands-on experiences are getting left behind, Foster says.

“Students learn incredibly well in these settings,” he says. 
“We need more of these things. They’re not for everybody. 
We’ve had to deal with concussions and crashes. Some of 
these students have never ridden a bike before this class, 
and we don’t go to adventure-light locations.”

But students learn what not to sweat and how to deal with 
the unexpected. 

“They have to be adaptive,” Foster says. “We tell them, 
‘This is not going to go the way you imagined it, and that’s 
OK.’ It makes for great experience.”

And that, perhaps, is the most important lesson of all. 

CLOCK WISE FROM LEFT Anna DesHotels, a 
student in Texas Tech University’s Adventure 
Media course, sloshes through a muddy 
stretch of the Brazos River during a training 
ride. Tech’s Jacob Hoebelheinrich, left, and 
Ryan Steele pitch a tent in Big Bend Ranch 
State Park. Tech students gather along a 
ridge overlooking the Madrid Falls 
watershed in the park.
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UPHILL ONE WAY

A t Southwestern, 82 students applied for the Kili-
manjaro trip. Bargo whittled it down to a dozen, 
looking for people interested not only in the physi-

cal challenge but those who wanted to learn about other 
cultures too. It wasn’t easy, but ultimately all 12 students 
reached the summit.

“We had cold rain every day, even though it wasn’t rainy 
season,” Bargo says. “They did well as the trip started, but as 
they passed 14,000 feet, nearly everyone struggled. One of 
the greatest things was seeing how they rose to the occasion 
and helped each other.”

The students arrived quiet, nervous and unfamiliar with 
one another but returned talking and laughing. “It gives 
them a sense of place and community,” Bargo says. “It  
helps them learn who they are and builds perseverance  
and determination.”

For Schlegel, who graduated in May, the adventure 
marked her first trip overseas. 

“I went to Kilimanjaro and saw how big the world truly 
is,” she says. “It was the hardest thing I’ve ever done.”

But besides instilling confidence, it inspired new themes 
in her artwork.

“I read about how shoes are such a big contributor to our 
carbon footprint,” she says. “I got the idea to cut up old run-
ning shoes to use the sole and fabric to imprint onto land-
scape paintings.”

Schlegel gathered pieces of running shoes she found while 
inching her way up the mountain. The porters often wear 
shoes given to them by hikers and use them until they fall 
apart. She dipped those bits of rubber soles—still with dirt 
on them—into paint and pressed them onto landscapes to 
imprint a metaphorical carbon footprint onto her paintings.

“It allowed my artwork to carry a totally different mean-
ing, even deeper than it was before,” she says. “I realize we 
need to sustain the things we have for as long as we can and 
be grateful for all the gear we use and use it sustainably.”

Schlegel says she hopes to donate proceeds from some of 
her Kilimanjaro-inspired work to an organization that sup-
ports the porters or an elementary school in Africa.

“My mindset has totally changed after this trip. I have this 
yearning to give back.” D

GETTING  
OFF-CAMPUS
Other outdoor adventure programming 
at Texas universities:

Baylor University’s Outdoor Adventure Living-
Learning Community offers a for-credit adventure 
sport class that includes climbing, mountain biking 
and outdoor living.

Texas A&M University offers about 15 climbing,  
paddling, hiking and camping trips each year  
through its Outdoor Adventures program. 

Texas State University’s mass communication 
department offers a for-credit Mobile Storytelling  
in the Outdoors course. Students use smartphones 
and other mobile tools to produce video and social 
content.

The University of Texas’ Outdoor Recreation  
program offers trips each semester. Past excursions 
have included canoeing Buffalo National River in 
Arkansas and backpacking in Hawaii.
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Myth Busting with Geothermal 
Heat Pumps  

 “Well, you could have a 
geothermal heat pump, but…”  

…You Need a Bunch of Land  

s one old timer put it, “If 
you have a lawn mower, 
then I can put in a geo 

unit.” With numerous options for 
the underground loop systems, that’s 
actually true. A vertical loop is often 
installed under driveways or even 
10’ x 10’ patches of ground. �ere 
are many other options including 
using an existing water well, a pond, 
or if in fact you have more than ½ 
an acre, a long horizontal ditch is a 
great solution. If you Google 
“ground heat exchanger options” 
you will �nd a variety of solutions 
that might work for you.  

…It Isn’t Safe  

Since geothermal heat pumps are 
100% electrical, there is no 
combustion of gas or oil in the 
home for heating. So, there’s no 
chance of smelly fumes, explosions, 
or carbon monoxide poisoning. 
Because heat pumps are certi�ed by 
independent laboratories, they 
include safety cuto� switches for 
every circuit in the system.   

by Brian Shaw, Texas Territory Manager

…Electric Heat is Expensive to 
Operate 

 Some geo systems are installed 
with electric strip heat for extreme 
cold weather. And yes, that can add 
to your electric bill. However, 
modern systems are designed to 
operate without backup heat down 
to extremely low temperatures. 
And if your underground system 
(the “loop”) is sized right, no back 
up heat is needed at all.  

…It’s Too Expensive to Install 

 Installing geothermal heating and 

cooling for your home or building 
is an investment, no doubt about 
it.  

Geo system owners quickly realize 
their systems are saving so much 
money they are recouping their 
investments in 5-7 years. With the 
30% tax credit and other incen-
tives geo can even cost less than a 
new boiler or HVAC system to 
install. When you consider the 
loop will outlive anyone alive today 
and the heat pump will deliver 
twice the useful life of most 
alternatives, that makes for a much 
more attractive investment.

When using a geothermal unit, about 75% of the 
heating and cooling energy comes from the earth.

A geothermal unit easily 
integrates into your current 
heating and cooling system.

A
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With WaterFurnace, the average Texan pays $53/mo.  
to provide heating, cooling and hot water for their home. 

WaterFurnace homeowners across the country are reaping the benefits of geothermal heat pumps by utilizing the unlimited 
reservoir of stored solar energy underground. A WaterFurnace geothermal system taps into this free and renewable 
resource to provide savings of up to 70% on heating, cooling, and hot water—with a comfort you have to experience to 
believe. Right now you can save thousands on installation thanks to a 30% federal tax credit2. Contact our WaterFurnace 
Concierges Team to learn more today!

WaterFurnace is a registered trademark of WaterFurnace International, Inc. ©2024 WaterFurnace International Inc.
1.  14.5¢ kWh – June 2024 Texa’s Monthly Electricity Rate Average  |  Actual data powered by Symphony
2.  ENERGY STAR rated units qualify for 30% through 2032, 26% through 2033 and 22% through 2034

WATERFURNACE UNITS QUALITY FOR A 30% FEDERAL TAX CREDIT2

visit waterfurnace.com/TexasPower
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Electric Notes

N OWA DAYS,  M O S T  O F  U S  don’t leave the front door unlocked. 
We protect our homes, loved ones and valuables from intruders 
with locks, alarms and other security measures. 

Cybersecurity is no different. It’s the practice of protecting 
valuables—your identity, banking and health records, and 
other sensitive information—from digital attacks and theft. 

October is Cybersecurity Awareness Month, a great time to 
share helpful cybersecurity reminders with our members, 
especially given our increased reliance on internet-connected 
devices and gadgets. 

There are four important steps to keeping you and your 
family safe online. 

1. Implement multifactor authentication (also known as 
two-step verification) on your accounts. The additional layer of 
protection makes it much harder for criminals to access your 
information. Even if a hacker has your password, they’ll still be 
stopped if multistep verification is enabled. 

2. Update your software. This is one of the easiest ways to 
protect your personal data. When downloading a software 
update, make sure it’s coming straight from the company that 
created it. Beware of fake pop-ups that request urgent down-

loads. Better yet, turn on auto-
matic updates. 

3. Think before you click. 
Most successful cyberattacks start 
with a phishing email. Don’t take 
the bait when cybercriminals go 
phishing. Avoid emails or texts 
that look too good to be true, 
oddly urgent, poorly crafted or 
include unusual requests.

4. Create strong passwords, 
using long, unique and complex 
words or phrases. Consider using 
a password manager to save time  
across devices, protect your iden-
tity and notify you of potential 
phishing websites. 

Include Your Kids
Just as you would talk with your 
children about safety in the physi-
cal world, discuss ways to stay 
safe online. 

Help them understand the pub-
lic nature of the internet. Young 
people need to know early on that 
what is shared online stays online 
and is difficult (if not impossible) 
to take back. 

You guard your money and 
valuables, so teach your kids to 
guard their personal information, 
especially on social networks. 

Help your children learn about and use the privacy and secu-
rity settings on social networks and gaming sites. 

Keeping the Grid Secure
We’re doing our share on the cyberfront. Part of offering excel-
lent service is keeping that service secure and reliable. 

For your electric cooperative, reliability means repairing 
wear and tear, upgrading our equipment to withstand storms 
and severe weather, and using technology and best practices to 
keep our system secure. 

We also work together with co-ops across the country to 
develop new technologies and infrastructure, learn from each 
other, and keep the grid’s network secure. 

While we can’t stop a storm or predict every disruption, as a 
co-op, we do everything we can to keep the lights on and our 
members protected. 

Because if we all do our part, our interconnected world will 
be safer and more secure for everyone. D

Play It Safe Online
And stay a step ahead of cybercriminals
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N E X T  TO  H E AT I N G  and cooling your home, heating the water your family 
uses eats up more energy than anything else. Here are several ways to cut 
down on your use of hot water, which could shave a few bucks off your 
energy bill.

Take shorter showers. Set a timer for four minutes before you hop into 
the shower. You’ll have plenty of time to lather up and rinse off without 
wasting hot water.

Wash dishes in the dishwasher instead of by hand. The dishwasher 
uses less energy and less water than hand-washing. It also does a better job 
of sanitizing dishes because it operates at higher temperatures than you 
typically get with hand-washing.

Fix leaky faucets. That tiny drip—even at a rate of one drip per sec-
ond—can add $35 per year to your energy bill and waste more than 1,600 
gallons of water.

Wash clothes in cold water. Most laundry detergents clean clothes just 
as well in cold or warm water as they do in hot water. Your clothes will get 
just as clean without the extra energy use.

Wait until the dishwasher and the clothes washer are full before 
running them. The fewer loads you run, the less hot water you’ll use.

Although some households like to set their water heater tempera-
ture to 140 degrees, most families are satisfied with a 120-degree setting, 
which is much safer.

Try insulating your water heater tank with an insulating blanket. 
Combined with insulating exposed water heater pipes, the effort can 
increase water temperature 2–4 degrees, according to the Department of 
Energy. Additionally, insulating pipes helps keep water warmer for when 
it’s delivered to your faucet so you don’t have to let it run as long to get 
warm. D

7 Ways To Save on Water Heating
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Electrify Your Cooking  
A N  E L E CT R I C  S TOV E  can save you money 
and offers health benefits, according to 
the Department of Energy. Here are some 
reasons you should cook electric.

Electric cooktops:

Are more energy-efficient and typically 
cheaper to run because electricity rates 
are more stable and predictable than gas 
prices.

Produce zero emissions, improving 
indoor air quality, whereas gas stoves  
can release combustion byproducts into 
your home.

May have a smooth surface that’s easier 
to clean and often come with enhanced 
safety features, like automatic shut-off 
timers and child locks.

Typically have longer life spans and 
require less maintenance.

Don’t require as powerful a ventilation 
system to clear the air.

Can be more affordable than gas ranges 
and offer styles featuring ceramic coils 
that are the least expensive.

Can be eligible for rebates that help  
offset the upfront cost of buying new 
appliances. D

B
IL

LO
X

FO
R

D
 | 

IS
TO

C
K

.C
O

M



18  TEX AS CO-OP POWER   OCTOBER 2024 TEX ASCOOPPOWER .COM

$29.95

T H E  B E S T  O F 

— C O O K B O O K —

 TYPI CA LLY

TEXAS

FROM THE PUBLISHERS OF TEXAS CO-OP POWER

Texas Co-op Power presents a collection of best-loved recipes
from two of our most popular cookbooks ever, the Typically
Texas Cookbook and The Second Typically Texas Cookbook.

This cookbook is filled with more than 700 recipes,
including more than 300 dessert recipes.

Order online at TexasCoopPower.com and put The Best of 
Typically Texas Cookbook in your kitchen for only $29.95 
(price includes tax, shipping and handling).

To order by mail, send a check or money order 
payable to TEC for $29.95 to Best of Typically 
Texas Cookbook, 1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor, 
Austin, TX 78701.

From the publishers of

Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery.

Give friends and family 
the Best of Texas 

this holiday season.

Bring Texas 
nature home 
for the holidays.

Texas Co-op Power presents an illustrated
Seashells of Texas poster by artist Aletha 
St. Romain, 20x16 inches, suitable for framing.

Order online at TexasCoopPower.com
for only $20 (price includes tax, shipping 
and handling).

Bonus offer: Get 2 posters shipped to the 
same address for just $30.

From the publishers ofPlease allow 4–6 weeks for delivery.

$20 
or 2 for

$30

Receive a free 5-year warranty  
with qualifying purchase*   
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 512-774-5606
to schedule your free quote!
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Receive a free 5-year warranty  
with qualifying purchase*   
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 512-774-5606
to schedule your free quote!



20  TEX AS CO-OP POWER   OCTOBER 2024 TEX ASCOOPPOWER .COM

• NEW PILOT XT Models fi ll paper leaf 
bags for curbside pickup

• Collect and mulch up to 50 lbs. per bag
• Includes onboard caddy for extra bags
• Tow-behind models available

PILOT XTSP

USA
ENGINEERED AND BUILT

 Assembled in the USA 
using domestic and 

foreign parts.

PRO MAX34PRO MAX34 PRO MAX60T

PILOT XTSP

DR® Walk-Behind Leaf 
and Lawn Vacuum

$99999

NEW DR® PRO MAX60T Field and 
Brush Mower
• Commercial 24 HP Electric-Starting Kawasaki 

OHV V-Twin engine
• Dual Blade Design provides superior 

mulching and cutting 
performance

Nothing Stops a DR® Field and 
Brush Mower
• Up to 2X the power of the competition
• Cut 3" thick brush and tall fi eld 

grass with ease
• Commercial, Electric, Walk- and 

Tow-Behind models available

Tackle Fall Chores with DR®

BURNCAGE™ MAX>

BURNCAGE™ 
XL>

BURNCAGE™>

Burn Safely with a DR® BurnCage™
• Perforated stainless steel for max airfl ow
• Light, durable, and folds fl at for storage
• Traps embers and burns more thoroughly 
• Available in 3 sizes

Optional 
Ash Catcher
Makes for easy cleanup

Scan the code to visit DRPower.com to shop the sale 
or request a free catalog!

Toll-free: 800-717-6278 |  FREE SHIPPING options available
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Texas USA

The Oracle of Bob Wills 
Charles R. Townsend made a life out of chronicling the King of Western Swing

B Y  B I L L  S A N D E R S O N  •  I L L U S T R AT I O N  B Y  J U L I A N  R E N T Z S C H

C H A R L E S  R .  TOW N S E N D  only quit talking about  
Bob Wills when his own life ended in 2023 in Canyon 
in the Panhandle. He was 93. As long as the retired 
American history professor at West Texas A&M  
University had breath, he taught, chronicled and 
celebrated Wills and his music.

Townsend wrote the acclaimed 1976 biography 
San Antonio Rose: The Life and Music of Bob Wills 
and authored the liner notes for Wills’ final album, 
For the Last Time, for which Townsend won a 
Grammy in 1975. Both provided a road map to the 
life and career of an American original whose  
Western swing music, pioneered with his Texas  
Playboys, lit the world with its danceability for five 
decades. Wills was 70 when he died in 1975.

Townsend’s life had been interwoven with Wills’ 
since the mid-1960s, when he began studying and 
chronicling the musician, who began performing 
regularly in the late 1920s and formed his Texas  
Playboys in 1933. Townsend emceed the annual Bob 
Wills Day celebration in Turkey, Wills’ hometown, 
for 50 years, and at his last throwdown, in 2022, they 
renamed the outdoor stage in Townsend’s honor.

Wills, with his magnetic personality and high, 
lonesome holler, was as well-known as Coca-Cola in 
his heyday. New San Antonio Rose, one of his greatest 
hits, released in 1940, echoed through taverns around 
the world where U.S. servicemen sang along. One 
Texas boy said he thought it was the national 
anthem until he left the farm and joined the Army.

Yet a couple of decades later, and despite the  
Wills mania, Townsend learned the hard way about 
music pioneer biographies when he landed at West 
Texas A&M (then West Texas State) in 1967. He was 
told books about popular music history weren’t 
legitimate.

“I thought they were going to fire me when they 
learned I was going to write a book on Bob Wills,” 
Townsend said. “That was so far ahead of its time. 
The history department really looked down on that 
because it had never been done. And I was called in  
a time or two, but I had tenure, so I could write the 
book, and my gosh, look what it’s done.”

The publisher sold 10,000 copies of the book in six 
months in 1976.

“At the time it was published, it was the biggest 
selling book at the University of Illinois Press,” 

Townsend said. “I don’t say that bragging. It was  
Bob Wills who sold the book.”

Townsend believed that Wills chose him from 
among other writers for his eclectic musical tastes. 
“The reason he wanted me to write the book was that 
he knew he’d have someone to talk music with,” 
Townsend said. “It was the main topic of conversa-
tion, and if you tried to change the subject, he’d 
always come back to music.”

Once Wills gave him the go-ahead, Townsend and 
his wife, Mary, ranged from their home near Palo 
Duro Canyon State Park to Tulsa and Fort Worth to 
spend time with Bob and Betty Wills. 

Invariably Bob Wills would be listening to music 
when Townsend walked in the door, maybe admiring 
Jerry Lee Lewis’ piano work or the vocally gracious 
Patsy Cline, who took a turn on both New San Antonio 
Rose and Faded Love.

As the biographer-biographee relationship grew, it 
evolved into mutual admiration. Wills, who already 
had suffered one stroke, was warned to expect a sec-
ond, and that shifted Townsend’s thinking.

 “I thought, well, one of these days he may have 
another stroke, and I’d like for him to know what 
he’s going to have in his book,” Townsend said. 
“When I got the book in manuscript, I had each 
chapter written out in longhand—I went over every 
chapter with him.

“I went all the way through the book, every chap-
ter, and he listened intently and never said a word. 
When I got to the end, I said, ‘Bob, what do you 
think?’ He said, ‘It’s 100%.’ That’s a story that has 
never been published. I didn’t interview him too 
many times after that. He had his final stroke maybe 
a year afterward, when we were doing the sessions 
for Bob Wills’ For the Last Time.”  

Those 1973 recording sessions featured Townsend 
introducing Wills and his Texas Playboys for the LP. 
The evening after the first day of recording, the album 
title proved fateful as the King of Western Swing had 
another stroke, at his Fort Worth residence, putting 
him in a coma. 

“Before he died, he knew what was going to be  
in his biography,” Townsend said. “And I’m so glad 
he did.” D
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800.633.8969 • roofover.com

Leaks? High energy bill? Roof rumble? 

WE BUY MINERALS
We pay cash for producing 
or non-producing mineral interests. 
CALL US TODAY! 1-888-735-5337

E-news

Sign up now
TexasCoopPower.com/join

Shop now
TexasCoopPower.com/shop

Gift Shop

Contact Elaine Sproull at (512) 486-6251   
or advertising@TexasCoopPower.com

If North Texas Is Your Market,
We’ve Got You Covered.
Target customers close to home with 
the North Texas advertising section 
of Texas Co-op Power. Be part of a
statewide magazine—without the
statewide cost. Call or email today.

NORTH TEXAS AUDIENCE
Circulation 590,500
Readership 1,358,150

 

MT-355 H Full Size  
55 HP Tractor Package

55 HP diesel, 4x4, Hydro Trans,  
R4 Tires, ROPS, Quick Attach Front 
Loader & Bucket, 6' Rotary Cutter 
and 6' Box Blade included

AS LOW AS
$449 per month
0 Down @ 3.9% Interest  
for up to 84 months WAC

MT-225 H 25 HP  
Compact Tractor

4x4, Hydro Trans, Quick Attach 
Front Loader, and Skid Steer  
Bucket, R4 Tires, ROPS, 5' Rotary 
Cutter and 5' Box Blade included

AS LOW AS
$315 per month
0 Down @ 3.9% Interest  
for up to 84 months WAC

MT-122 & MT-125 
Subcompact Tractor 
Packages

22 & 25 HP Diesels, 4x4, Hydro 
Trans, ROPS, R4 Industrial Tires, 
Quick Attach Loaders and Buckets,  
4' Rotary Cutter and 4' Box Blades

AS LOW AS
$239 per month
0 down @ 3.9% interest  
for up to 84 months WAC

MT-458 CPS 58 HP  
Cab Tractor Package  

Power Shuttle Trans, 4x4, R4 Tires, 
2 Sets of Rear Hydraulic Remotes, 
AC & Heat, Stereo Ready, Quick 
Attach Loader and Bucket, 6' Rotary 
Cutter and 6' Box Blade, Fully 
Loaded With All Options!

AS LOW AS
$625 per month
0 Down @ 3.9% Interest  
for up to 84 months WAC

Pkg. includes  
4' Box Blade  
and Cutter

Pkg. includes  
5' Box Blade  
and Cutter

Pkg. includes 6'  
Box Blade and Cutter

Pkg. includes  
6' Box Blade  
and Cutter

★  S T I L L  T H E  T R AC TO R  PAC K AG E  L E A D E R  ★

DELIVERY AVAILABLE

FOSTER’S WORK & PLAY
936-967-0011 • Text 713-899-7976 After Hours • fostersworknplay.com
3601 US Hwy 190 W • Livingston, Texas 77351 • sales@fostersworknplay.com
All horsepowers listed are approximate engine horsepower ratings from manufacturer. Prices and payments approximate with approved credit by AGCO Finance.
0% Interest Rates may be blended slightly because of implements other than MF Brand. All prices and payments may not include freight, set up, insurance or delivery if applicable

(512) 263-6830 • www.brushshark.com

S K I D  ST E E R  M O U N T E D  S H E A R
• 1/2" to 6" diameter trees and brush.
• Perfect for cedar, shin oak, persimmon, mesquite.
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Footnotes in Texas History

R E B E C CA  B R A D L E Y  R O G E R S  was a 
21-year-old graduate student at the  
University of Texas and a stenographer 
in the office of the attorney general in 
December 1926 when she ran out of  
tuition money. 

Rogers had taken a second job working 
for a professor who handled business 
affairs for the Texas State Historical 
Association, but she mismanaged the 
funds while the professor was on sum-
mer vacation and ended up owing $1,200 
(more than $21,000 in today’s money) to 
TSHA. To make matters worse, Rogers’ 
mother, who had been fired from her job 
in Fort Worth, moved in with her and was 
spending Rogers’ paychecks freely.

Deep in debt, Rogers decided she had 
one option to solve her financial woes: 

rob a bank.
Her first attempt, which involved set-

ting fire to a house in Round Rock, north 
of Austin, as a distraction and then hus-
tling into the nearby bank and yelling 
“fire!” failed. None of the bank’s employ-
ees raced outside so she could grab cash 
in the chaos. 

She had better success at Farmers 
National Bank in Buda, south of the capi-
tal, the very next day.

A pretty, petite young lady dressed in 
the distinctive fashion of the Roaring 
’20s, Rogers posed as a newspaper 
reporter in the bank lobby, asking ques-
tions of customers and recording their 
responses. Then she asked to use a type-
writer in the tellers’ cage and, once 
inside, pulled out a pistol. She locked  

two male employees in the safe at  
gunpoint after grabbing $1,000 in new  
$5 bills, but first she asked politely if they 
would have enough air to survive for 30 
minutes inside the vault. 

Alas, someone wrote down Rogers’ 
license number as she drove away with the 
cash in her Ford Model T. On the way back 
to Austin, her car got stuck in the mud and 
had to be pulled out by a passing dairy-
man and a team of horses. She took the 
Ford to be washed upon her return to  
Austin, and when she came back to get it, 
the sheriff was waiting for her. 

Rogers was arrested and thrown in the 
clink. She was supposedly still wearing 
her muddy satin slippers.

Secretly married for over a year to 
Amarillo lawyer Otis Rogers, Rebecca at 
first denied that she was married but had 
to fess up when her husband arrived to 
help with her defense. The Flapper  
Bandit or Girl Bandit, as newspapers 
nationwide labeled her, pleaded insanity, 
but the prosecutor replied, “Insanity is  
a disease that criminals get when they 
are caught.”

Otis had his wife examined by three 
psychologists who testified that she suf-
fered from dementia praecox, which 
makes a patient unable to determine 
right from wrong. Today dementia prae-
cox is known as schizophrenia. Many 
sympathized with the pretty young thief, 
and it was difficult to find jurors willing 
to participate in her trials.

Her armed robbery and arson trials 
both ultimately ended in hung juries—
after a successful appeal overturned a 
robbery conviction and then an insanity 
plea won over enough jurors. After seven 
years of litigation, Rogers got off scot-free. 

She and her husband moved to Fort 
Worth, where the fame Otis gained 
during his wife’s trials led to a lucrative 
criminal defense practice. Rebecca, 
despite her shady dealings with the law, 
served as his legal secretary. D

The Flapper Bandit
She finally fooled bank employees and briefly absconded with a stack of cash

B Y  M A R T H A  D E E R I N G E R
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TCP Kitchen

Pumpkin 
and Spice
Kick-start your holiday baking  
with these seasonal treats

B Y  V I A N N E Y  R O D R I G U E Z ,  F O O D  E D I T O R

Indulge in the flavors of fall with this delightful dessert.  
It combines the moist, spiced richness of pumpkin cake 
with the sweet crunch of pecans, creating a perfect 
blend. Ideal for gatherings, this treat brings a festive 
touch to any occasion.

Texas Pumpkin Sheet Cake  
With Candied Pecans 

C A K E

2 cups flour
1 teaspoon baking soda
1 teaspoon salt
2 teaspoons baking powder
2 teaspoons ground cinnamon
1 teaspoon pumpkin pie spice
4 eggs
2 cups sugar
1 cup vegetable oil
1 can pumpkin purée (15 ounces)

F R O S T I N G 

1 cup (2 sticks) butter, softened
1 package cream cheese (8 ounces), softened
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
3 cups powdered sugar

C A N D I E D  P E C A N S 

1/2 cup brown sugar
1/4 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon ground cinnamon
2 tablespoons water 
1 cup chopped pecans

1. C A K E :  Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Coat a 13-by-18-inch 
rimmed baking sheet with cooking spray.

2. In a bowl, whisk together flour, baking soda, salt, baking 
powder, cinnamon and pumpkin pie spice. In another bowl, 
combine eggs, sugar, vegetable oil and pumpkin purée until 
fully incorporated. Slowly add the flour mixture, stirring well 
after each addition, until fully incorporated. 

3. Pour the batter onto the prepared baking sheet and spread 
evenly. Bake 25–30 minutes or until a toothpick inserted 
comes out clean. Let cool completely.

4. F R O S T I N G :  Cream together butter and cream cheese in 
a mixing bowl until light and fluffy. Add vanilla and powdered 
sugar, and mix until smooth.

5. C A N D I E D  P E C A N S :  Line a baking sheet with parchment 
paper. In a skillet over medium-high heat, combine brown sugar, 
salt, cinnamon and water. Cook, stirring 1–2 minutes or until 
the sugar dissolves and the mixture is slightly bubbling.

6. Stir in pecans and cook for an additional 2 minutes,  
stirring to coat pecans. Remove from heat and spread pecans 
evenly on parchment paper. Allow to cool completely. 

7. Spread frosting evenly over cooled cake and sprinkle with 
candied pecans. 

S E R V E S  2 4

 Follow Vianney Rodriguez as she cooks in Cocina Gris at 
sweetlifebake.com, where she features a recipe for Pumpkin Cream 
Cheese Tamales. 
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$ 5 0 0   W I N N E R

Cinnamon Streusel 
Pumpkin Coffee Cake
K I M  P R Y O R 
F A R M E R S  E C

 

Great with coffee, this irresist-
ibly delicious cake is sure to 
become a seasonal favorite. 

S E R V E S  8 – 1 0

S T R E U S E L

½ cup flour
1/2 cup packed brown sugar
¾ teaspoon ground cinnamon
⅛ teaspoon ground nutmeg 
⅛ teaspoon ground cloves 
⅛ teaspoon ground ginger
4 tablespoons (1/2 stick) 

butter, melted
1/4 cup chopped pecans 

C A K E

1/2 cup sugar
6 tablespoons (¾ stick) 

butter, at room temperature
¾ cup pumpkin purée
2 tablespoons milk
2 tablespoons sour cream
1 egg

Pumpkin Praline Pie
B E C K Y  F R A S E R 
U N I T E D  C O O P E R AT I V E  S E R V I C E S

This pie is the perfect addition to your fall 
baking. The combination of creamy pump-
kin filling and a crunchy praline pecan  
topping creates a symphony of textures 
and flavors. Try this if you can’t decide 
between a pumpkin pie or pecan pie.

P I E

1 can pumpkin purée (15 ounces)
1 can sweetened condensed milk  

(14 ounces)
1 egg
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon ground nutmeg
1/2 teaspoon ground ginger
¾ teaspoon ground cinnamon
1 9-inch frozen pie crust, unbaked

C R U M B L E

¾ cup pecan halves
1/2 cup brown sugar
4 tablespoons (1/2 stick) butter,  

at room temperature

1. P I E :  Preheat oven to 375 degrees. In a 
bowl, stir together pumpkin purée, sweet-
ened condensed milk, egg, salt, nutmeg, 
ginger and cinnamon. Pour into unbaked 
pie shell. Place filled pie on a baking sheet 
and bake 25 minutes.

2. C R U M B L E :  While pie bakes, stir 
together pecans, brown sugar and butter 
in a bowl until well incorporated. 

3. Remove pie from oven and sprinkle 
crumble over the top. Return pie to oven 
and bake an additional 30 minutes. Remove 
from oven and cool completely. Place in 
fridge and chill 1 hour before serving.  

S E R V E S  8 
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 $500 Recipe Contest
PIES, PIES, PIES  DUE OCTOBER 10
We hated math until we learned about Pi Day (3/14). Celebrate 
with us by sharing your favorite pie recipe, and you just might be 
adding $500 to your name. Enter by October 10.

1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1 cup flour
11/4 teaspoons baking powder
11/2 teaspoons ground cinnamon
¾ teaspoon ground nutmeg
1/4 teaspoon ground cloves 
1/2 teaspoon ground ginger

G L A Z E

¾ cup powdered sugar
1/2 teaspoon maple extract
1 tablespoon milk, or more as needed
Chopped pecans, for garnish

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Line a 
9-inch round cake pan with a circle of 
parchment paper in the bottom and coat 
with cooking spray. 

2. S T R E U S E L :  In a bowl, combine all but 
the pecans, and mix with a fork until all 
ingredients are incorporated. Set aside.

3. C A K E :  In a bowl, beat sugar and butter 
until light and fluffy, 3–4 minutes. Add 
pumpkin purée, milk and sour cream, and 
mix until well incorporated. Add egg and 
vanilla extract and mix until smooth. In 
another bowl, whisk together flour, baking 
powder, cinnamon, nutmeg, cloves and 
ginger. Add dry ingredients to batter and 
mix until smooth.

4. Spread half the cake batter in the bot-
tom of the prepared cake pan. Top batter 
with about half the streusel mixture. 
Spread remaining cake batter over streu-
sel. Sprinkle chopped pecans and remain-
ing streusel over the top of the cake batter.

5. Bake 24–26 minutes or until a toothpick 
inserted comes out with only a few 
crumbs. Remove cake from oven and  
allow to cool in the pan about 5 minutes. 
Remove to finish cooling on a cooling rack.

6. G L A Z E : Combine powdered sugar, 
maple extract and milk in a small bowl and 
whisk until smooth. You can always add a 
little more milk or sugar, if needed. Drizzle 
the glaze over the coffee cake. Garnish 
with chopped pecans.
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Pumpkin Cornbread  
With Whipped Cinnamon 
Honey Butter
P A M  K I N K E M A 
U N I T E D  C O O P E R AT I V E  S E R V I C E S

This seasonal twist on classic cornbread 
features the rich, earthy flavors of pump-
kin and a light, fluffy texture. Topped with 
creamy, spiced honey butter, it’s a great 
addition to any meal, offering warmth and 
comfort in every bite.

C O R N B R E A D

1 cup flour
1 cup cornmeal
1 teaspoon baking powder
1/2 teaspoon baking soda
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1/2 teaspoon ground ginger
1/4 teaspoon ground nutmeg
1/4 teaspoon ground cloves
1/2 cup light brown sugar
4 tablespoons (1/2 stick) unsalted  

butter, melted

1 cup canned pumpkin purée (15 ounces)
1/2 cup sour cream
2 eggs 

C I N N A M O N  H O N E Y  B U T T E R

1/2 cup (1 stick) butter
1/3 cup honey
1/4 cup powdered sugar
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 

1. C O R N B R E A D :  Preheat oven to 375 
degrees. Coat an 8-by-8-inch baking dish 

with cooking spray. 

2. In a bowl, whisk together flour, corn-
meal, baking powder, baking soda, salt, 
cinnamon, ginger, nutmeg and cloves. 
Make a well in center of flour mixture and 
set aside. 

3. In a separate bowl, stir together brown 
sugar, melted butter and pumpkin purée. 
Add in sour cream and eggs, and stir until 
well blended. Pour mixture into well of 
flour mixture and fold until just combined 
and no streaks of flour remain. 

4. Spread batter in an even layer in pre-
pared pan. Bake 25–30 minutes, until 
toothpick inserted comes out clean. Cool 
slightly on wire rack, then cut into squares. 

5. C I N N A M O N  H O N E Y  B U T T E R :  
Whip butter with mixer until smooth. Add 
honey, powdered sugar and cinnamon, 
and mix on low speed until combined, 
then increase to high speed and whip until 
light and fluffy.

6. Serve bread with whipped butter.

S E R V E S  9

125 VARIETY SEED VAULT - $119

Heirloom Seed Kits
-  1 0 0 %  N O N - G M O  •  1 0 0 %  N O N - H Y B R I D  -

Tomato 10-Pack
Herb 12-Pack
Wildflower Mix

$25
$25
$20

25 Variety Kit
50 Variety Kit
125 Variety Kit

$27
$49
$119

50

(With Ammo Storage Box) Includes 22,000+ 
seeds & 125 varieties of vegetables & herbs.

Family-Owned & Operated.
Cave Springs, Arkansas

Order Online Or By Phone:

HeartsgoodFarms.com
(866) 861-7111

100% Non-GMO
100% Non-Hybrid

VIEW MORE
SEED KITS
ONLINE!
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In the magazine and on TexasCoopPower.com, we make it easy to shop for friends and family. 

800-518-3870
berdoll.com

Homegrown 
Texas Pecans  
and Pecan Treats
 
Berdoll’s has been family-
owned for 45 years. 
We make delicious pecan pies, 
chocolate pecans, honey-
glazed pecans and more.  
Shop our retail store or let us 
ship the perfect gift for you!

fbgcastiron.com
instagram.com/fbg_castiron

Made in  
Texas, Y’all
Cast-iron cookware with a 
smooth cooking surface.
Our durable, heirloom-quality 
cast-iron cookware made in 
Fredericksburg, Texas, is a 
great gift that can be shared 
with family and friends for 
generations.

holidayfarmscandy.com
divinitybydave.etsy.com

Fudge and 
Divinity for  
the Holidays 
The Best Fudge in Texas. 
The Best Divinity in the World.
Bring back those childhood 
memories of Christmas with 
the sweet gift of fudge and 
divinity from Holiday Farms.

1-800-243-4316
gboutwell.com

Texas Bluebonnet 
Calendar
Large 20-by-15-inch calendar 
with 12 watercolor scenes. 
Enjoy nature’s beauty year-
round with this 2025 calendar 
by Texas State Artist George 
Boutwell. $17.50 plus tax and 
$4.50 shipping. See website  
for quantity pricing.

1-800-580-1900
crockettfarms.com

Texas Red 
Grapefruit  
and Avocados
Always a gift in good taste. 
Orchard-fresh grapefruit and  
other Texas products are all  
hand-selected, carefully 
packed and shipped to be 
delivered just in time for the 
holidays.

(651) 492-4830
armchaps.com

Ideal Arm 
Protection for 
Any Activity
Helps Prevent Bruising and 
Protects Those With Thin Skin!
Soft leather protective sleeves 
help protect you from 100’s 
of injury-prone chores you do 
at work, home, farm, or ranch. 
Even has adjustable airflow!

COMES IN 4 COLORS AND 7 SIZES

GIFT   GUIDE
HOLIDAY
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Hit the Road

Dragons Not Included
Newman’s Castle near Bellville puts visitors in a real-life fairy tale

B Y  C H E T  G A R N E R

L I K E  M A N Y  YO U N G  boys, I grew up pretending to be a medieval knight, 
fighting dragons and rescuing damsels in distress. My castle was usually a 
cardboard box or a pile of couch cushions. Mike Newman had the same 
boyhood fantasies but was brave enough to turn them into a royal reality.

Nestled in the woods outside of Bellville, a town of about 4,200 residents 
about an hour west of Houston, lies the architectural wonder known as 
Newman’s Castle. Newman started the project in 1998, and over the next 
decade, the local baker personally constructed the castle that would make 
any fairy tale king jealous. There’s a moat and fortified walls protecting the 
place Newman built as his private home powered by San Bernard Electric 
Cooperative.

Sadly, the hero of our tale died in March, but his castle is still open for 
tours, which can be reserved by calling Newman’s Bakery. My tour started 
at the Bellville bakery, followed by a group caravan to the castle, where we 
were given wooden swords and knighted into the king’s court. After cross-
ing the moat, I was tasked with raising the drawbridge by running inside a 
human-sized hamster wheel. I immediately regretted the extra kolach I had 
eaten on the drive over.

Once inside the walls, we toured the chapel, ate in the banquet hall and 
climbed to the top of the 60-foot bell tower. We even got to try out the  
castle’s dungeon of medieval torture devices, including a mythical iron 
maiden, stocks and a bed of nails. As the grand finale, we launched stones 
at imaginary dragons using a massive historically accurate trebuchet. 

It felt like a real trip into the depths of Newman’s ingenuity. His  
lasting legacy helps us realize that the make-believe doesn’t always have  
to stay in our imagination. D

ABOVE Chet, left, and the late Mike Newman at Newman’s Castle.

See the castle for yourself with the video  
on our website. Find all his Texplorations on  
The Daytripper on PBS. 
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OCTOBER 
10   Corsicana  Bellamy Brothers, 

(903) 874-7792,  
corsicanapalace.com 

11  Grapevine  Barn Dance, (817) 410- 
3185, grapevinetexasusa.com 

12  Burnet  Texas State Button 
Society Fall Workshop & Sale, 
(214) 808-5610,  
texasstatebuttonsociety.com 

Corsicana  Airsho, (903) 654-
4847, coyotesquadron.org 

Granbury  Monarch Fest, (817) 
326-6005, actonnaturecenter.org 

Luling  Night in Old Luling, 
facebook.com/nightinoldluling 
2022 

McKinney  Halloween at the 
Heard, (972) 562-5566,  
heardmuseum.org 

Chappell Hill  [12–13] Scare-
crow Festival, (979) 836-6033,  
chappellhillhistoricalsociety.com 

Edom  [12–13] Art Festival, 
(903) 258-5192, edomarts.com 

16 Corpus Christi  Lobster Feast, 
(361) 883-8405, corpuschristi 
seamenscenter.org 

18  Fairfield  [18–19] Big T  
Memorial State Championship 
BBQ Cookoff, bigtmemorial 
cookoff@gmail.com,  
goldencircletx.com 

Levelland  [18–19] Petticoats 
on the Prairie Premier Vintage 
Market, (806) 894-4161,  
facebook.com/petticoatsonthe 
prairie 

Know Before You Go
Call ahead or check an event’s website  
for scheduling details, and check our 
website for many more upcoming events.
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Woodville  [18–19] Harvest 
Festival, (409) 283-2272,  
heritage-village.org 

   Brenham  [18–20] Texas  
Arts and Music Festival,  
(979) 337-7580,  
texasartsandmusicfestival.com

19  Giddings  Cars & Coffee,  
(979) 542-3455, giddingstx.com 

   New Braunfels  Dia de los 
Muertos Festival, (830) 625-
2385, nbchamber.com

   Fayetteville  [19–20] Lickskillet 
Days, (979) 378-2800,  
greaterfayettevillechamber.org 

25  Brenham  [25–26] heARTfest, 
(979) 836-7248, facebook.com/ 
heartfestbrenham 

26  Sanger  Sellabration, (940) 
222-9440, sangertexas.com 

   Weatherford  Fall Fling Car, 
Truck and Motorcycle Show, 
parkercountycruisers.com 

   Granbury  [26–27] Harvest 
Moon Festival of the Arts, (682) 
936-4550, granburysquare.com 

31  Levelland  Trunk or Treat, 
(806) 894-9079,  
downtownlevelland.com 

NOVEMBER
1    Oakville  Dobie Dichos, (361) 

319-3067, dobiedichos.com 
 
Ingram  [1–3] Texas Arts and 
Crafts Fair, (830) 367-5121, 
txartsandcraftsfair.com

 Submit Your Event
We pick events for the magazine directly 
from TexasCoopPower.com. Submit your 
January event by November 1, and it  
just might be featured in this calendar.

SPECIAL
SAVINGS!
YOUR CHOICE OF A
WALK-IN SHOWER
OR WALK-IN TUB
Lifetime Warranty
Custom Sizes Available
100% Financing Available
A+ BBB Rating
Good Contractors List

Call for More Info
682-205-3532 • 888-825-2362   
bestbuywalkintubs.com

Trusted by Texans for 19 Years
Tubs and Showers 
Made in America
Visit Our Texas Showroom

TUB OR
SHOWER FROM

$9,995.00
INSTALLATION

INCLUDED

Cast-Iron
Skillet
Giveaway Contest

To celebrate 80 years of 
Texas Co-op Power, we’re 
giving away 80 handcrafted, 
heirloom-quality No. 12  
skillets from Fredericksburg 
Cast Iron Co.

 Enter Today
TexasCoopPower.com/contests
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PUBLICATION MUST MATCH CODES TO INSERTION ORDER.
NEVER GUTTER THE COUPON.

Order Today at bradfordexchange.com/298742 ©2023 Bradford Exchange
01-29874-002-BIQR

Men’s Turquoise Bracelet

Genuine Black 
Leather

Impressively Sized Genuine
Turquoise Cabachon

Solid Stainless Steel with
Ion-plated 24K Gold Accents

This black genuine leather bracelet is hand-crafted of 
solid stainless steel and ion-plated 24K-gold accents, and 
features an impressively sized genuine turquoise cabochon at 
the center. One of the oldest stones known to man, and used 
extensively in jewelry from America’s Southwest, it makes a 
strong statement along with the images of American bison.
 The turquoise center stone is surrounded by a raised 
twisted rope design along with impressive scrollwork accents. 
On either side of the turquoise stone, you’ll � nd masterfully 
sculpted images of the majestic bison on a black ion-plated 
background also framed by a raised twisted rope border. 
Decorative Western-style art motifs honoring the American 

West complete the distinctive look. Adding to the meaning and 
value, the words “Strength of the West,” are boldly etched on the 
back. A magnetic clasp allows for easy wear and it’s designed to 
� t most wrists.

A Superb Value, Available Only for a Limited Time
This bracelet is an exceptional value at $119.99*, payable in 4 
easy installments of just $30, and is backed by our unconditional 
120-day full money-back guarantee. Each bracelet arrives in 
a velvet jewelry pouch along with a gift box and Certi� cate of 
Authenticity. To reserve, send no money now; just mail the 
Priority Reservation. Don’t miss out—order yours today!

Capturing the Proud Heritage of
AMERICA’S WILD WEST

Connect with Us!

PRIORITY RESERVATION SEND NO MONEY NOWUniquely Designed. Exclusively Yours.

Signature

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City                                        State            Zip

Email

Yes! Please reserve the “Strength of the West” Men’s Turquoise Bracelet for me
as described in this announcement. 

The Bradford Exchange
9345 Milwaukee Ave, Niles, IL 60714-1393

*Plus a total of $10.98 shipping and service (see 
bradfordexchange.com). Please allow 4-6 weeks 
after initial payment for delivery. Sales subject to 
product availability and order acceptance. 01-29874-002-E54801Distinctive Message Etched on Back

SCAN HERE 
TO SHOP

01_29874_002_BIQR.indd   101_29874_002_BIQR.indd   1 7/11/2024   3:29:51 PM7/11/2024   3:29:51 PM
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Focus on Texas

Climbing
High

There are lots of reasons to climb high: to get a 
better view, to reach something in need of repair 
or simply to prove to oneself that it can be done. 
This month, let’s crane our necks and see who 
has scrambled their way to the top.

C U R AT E D  B Y  G R A C E  F U LT Z

Upcoming Contests
DUE OCT 10 I Love 
DUE NOV 10 Small Spaces
DUE DEC 10 Characters             

Enter online at TexasCoopPower.com/contests.

 See Focus on Texas on our website for many 
more Climbing High photos from readers.

1  K AY L E  G R A H A M 
T R I - C O U N T Y  E C
“My dog, Cooper, and I love to hike. We always try to 
find a really high rock to climb and enjoy the views.”

2  N I C K I  K L E I N 
B L U E B O N N E T  E C 
Colorado River climber.

3  M E A G A N  B E N AV I D E S 
N U E C E S  E C
“DJ climbs a pole as he competes for his chance 
 to join the NEC rodeo team.”

4  G U Y N A  P O L A S E K 
G V E C
“Just had it set up and wanted a closer look.”

 3

 2

 1

 4
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M O R E  T H A N  5 0 0  miles from AT&T  
Stadium, there’s a Dallas Cowboys  
tradition that’s unlike any other. You 
might expect it in Dallas or Arlington, but 
to find it in a Brownsville neighborhood, 
in far South Texas, is surprising, loud and 
heartwarming. It’s called La Pitada.

The name means “the honking.” After 
every Cowboys victory, hundreds of vehi-
cles and a few thousand people hit South-
most Road in a cacophony of honking, 
whistling, music and victorious gritos 
(shouts). It’s a moving feast, a mobile tail-
gate, an impromptu parade—a sacred rite 
of celebration for the Cowboys faithful. 

Fans drive slowly, honking vigorously, 
windows down, collectively expressing 
their joy. And to make it all the more joy-
ful, taquerias fill the air with the scent of 
their aromatic spices.

There’s No Party 
Like La Pitada
After a Cowboys win, the biggest 
grassroots celebration is way  
down south

  
B Y  W. F .  S T R O N G 
P H O T O  B Y  E R I C H  S C H L E G E L

Observations

I went to a recent pitada with photog-
rapher and friend Erich Schlegel so that 
he could capture the display of chaotic 
bliss for Texas Co-op Power. He took  
photos like a combat photographer while 
I held the light, risking our lives in the 
middle of the street for the perfect shot.

I like that there is no official organiza-
tion behind La Pitada. There’s nothing 
top-down about it. It’s a grassroots tradi-
tion, of the people, by the people and for 
the people.

All that’s needed is a Cowboys win. As 
soon as that happens, la gente jump into 
whatever vehicle is handy—including  
hot-rods and low-riders—wearing Cow-
boys hats, caps or helmets and take off 
with window flags flapping. 

Some kids stand up through sunroofs, 
waving pennants. Pickups mount 6-foot 
Cowboys flags that billow to full length. 
Motorcyclists, sometimes with faux  
Cowboys cheerleaders riding behind 
them, rev their engines. There’s even a 
house along the route painted in silver 
and blue.

La Pitada is raucous but peaceful.  
Celebratory whistles never cease.  
“Go Cowboys” is heard often, but the 
most common mantra uses more  
colorful verbiage. 

La Pitada started in the glory days  
of the 1990s when the Cowboys won 
three Super Bowls. In the late ’70s, the 
Cowboys came to be known as America’s 
Team, but they also became Mexico’s 
team after Spanish-language broadcasts 
of the games aired in Mexico. It helped 
that the Cowboys for decades had kickers 
with roots in Mexico and soccer: Efren 
Herrera, Rafael Septién and Danny 
Villanueva.

Southmost is an old immigrant  
community where Spanish is the first  
language of the majority of people. They 
have strong familial ties to Mexico.

If the Cowboys ever win the Super Bowl 
again, La Pitada that day will be legendary. 
Might just be bigger than Dallas! D
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GovMint • 1300 Corporate Center Curve, Dept. MSB236-04, Eagan, MN 55121

Not only are these hefty bars one full 
Troy ounce of real, .999 precious 
silver, they’re also beautiful, 

featuring the crisp image of a Morgan 
Silver Dollar struck onto the surface. That 
collectible image adds interest and makes 
these Silver Bars even more desirable. 
Minted in the U.S.A. from shimmering 
American silver, these one-ounce 99.9% 
fine silver bars are a great alternative to 
one-ounce silver coins or rounds. Plus, 
they offer great savings compared to other 
bullion options like one-ounce sovereign 
silver coins. Take advantage of our special 
offer for new customers only and save 
$10.00 off our regular prices.

Morgan Silver Dollars 
Are Among the Most Iconic 

Coins in U.S. History
What makes them iconic? The Morgan 
Silver Dollar is the legendary coin that 
built the Wild West. It exemplifies the 
American spirit like few other coins, and 
was created using silver mined from the 
famous Comstock Lode in Nevada. In fact, 
when travelers approached the mountains 
around the boomtown of Virginia City, 
Nevada in the 1850s, they were startled to 
see the hills shining in the sunlight like a 
mirror. A mirage caused by weary eyes? 

No, rather the effect came from tiny 
flecks of silver glinting in the sun. 

A Special Way 
for You to Stock Up on 

Precious Silver
While no one can predict the future value 
of silver in an uncertain economy, many 
Americans are rushing to get their hands 
on as much silver as possible, putting it 
away for themselves and their loved ones. 
You’ll enjoy owning these Silver Bars. 
They’re tangible. They feel good when 
you hold them, You’ll relish the design 
and thinking about all it represents. 
These Morgan Design One-Ounce Bars 
make appreciated gifts for birthdays, 
anniversaries and graduations, creating a 
legacy sure to be cherished for a lifetime. 

Order More and SAVE
You can save $10.00 off our regular price 
when you buy now. There is a limit of 25 
Bars per customer, which means with this 
special offer, you can save up to $250. 

Hurry. Secure Yours Now!
Call right now to secure your .999 fine silver 
Morgan Design One-Ounce Silver Bars. 
You’ll be glad you did.

One-Ounce Silver Morgan Design Bar
$49.95 ea.
Special o� er - $39.95 ea. +s/h

SAVE $10 - $250
Limit of 25 bars per customer

Free 1-oz Silver Bullet – 
.45 Caliber Pistol Round Replica
with every order over $299
(A $69.95 value!)

FREE SHIPPING over $99!
Limited time only. Product total over $99 before 
taxes (if any). Standard domestic shipping only. 

Not valid on previous purchases.

For fastest service call today toll-free

1-888-201-7144
Offer Code MSB236-04

Please mention this code when you call.

Fill Your Vault with 
Morgan Silver Bars

Asset Marketing Services, LLC d/b/a GovMint.com® (“AMS”) is a retail distributor of coin and currency issues and is not a�  liated with the U.S. government. � e collectible coin market 
is unregulated, highly speculative and involves risk. Any prices, facts, � gures and populations deemed accurate as of the date of publication may change signi� cantly over time. All 
purchases are expressly conditioned upon your acceptance of AMS’s Terms and Conditions (www.amsi-corp.com/terms-conditions). Purchasing any product or keeping your purchase 
means you agree to the Terms and Conditions. ©2024 Asset Marketing Services, LLC

Actual size is 
30.6 x 50.4 mm

99.9% Fine 
Silver Bars

Grab Your Piece of America’s Silver Legacy

BUY MOREBUY MORE
SAVESAVE  MORE!MORE!

BUY  MOREBUY MORE
SAVESAVE  MORE!MORE!

BBUY MOREUY MORE
SAVESA MORE!

 SPECIAL CALL-IN ONLY OFFER

FREE SHIPPING over $99!
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