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 When you leave electronics like  
TVs, computers and game consoles 
plugged in—even while turned off—
they continue to use small amounts  
of electricity. 
 The new solution: Instead of 
plugging devices into a wall socket—or 
even into a regular power strip—plug 
them into an “advanced” power strip 
that blocks unused electronics from 
drawing electricity.
 An advanced power strip looks just 

like your old one, but inside, it does so 
much more. In home entertainment 
centers and home office areas where 
many consumer electronics typically 
are plugged into a power strip, it works 
by preventing electronics from drawing 
power when they are not being used. 
 There are a variety of types of 
advanced power strips to fit people’s 
needs. If you often fall asleep when 
watching TV, an advanced power 
strip with an activity monitor can 

turn everything off for you. Or if you 
are diligent about turning all your 
electronics off when you aren’t using 
them but are concerned about the 
lingering power draw, a masterless 
advanced power strip can make sure 
everything is completely off.
 By replacing your standard power 
strip with an advanced model, you can 
save energy and money.

Advanced Power Strips
The next generation for managing energy usage.

Active Monitor  
Power Strip

COST: $$-$$$

USER:
Someone who does not turn 
off devices and falls asleep.

FEATURES:
Power strip looks for  
signs of activity in the  
room, and turns off outlets 
if none are detected.

CONS:
Motion sensors don’t 
always work perfectly.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR:
Motion sensor or an infrared 
eye that detects  remote 
control use around the TV 
or stereo.

Remote Switch  
Power Strip

COST: $

USER:
Ideal for persons who 
always turn off their 
electronics when done
with use.

FEATURES:
Power strip can be  
turned off by the user  
via a remote switch.

CONS:
To save any energy,  
you have to remember  
to turn off the power strip 
each time.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR:
A tethered switch or a 
remote switch.

Master-Controlled 
Power Strip

COST: $ - $$

USER:
Ideal for persons who forget 
to turn off devices, like 
to put them to sleep, or 
devices are always docked.

FEATURES:
When a primary device 
(computer,TV) is turned 
off, the power strip 
automatically turns off the 
controlled outlets where 
other peripheral devices 
(printer, game console)  
are plugged in.

CONS:
It can be tricky to select 
which appliance should be 
your ‘master’ device.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR:
One outlet labeled as  
the ‘master’.

Master-Controlled 
Power Strip

COST: $$ - $$$

USER:
Ideal for persons who want 
automatic or manual shut 
down, and move location  
of device often.

FEATURES:
When all of the controlled 
devices are turned off, the 
power strip turns off power 
to those outlets completely, 
eliminating all of the 
vampire loads.

CONS:
Turning off one high- 
powered appliance  
could turn off the entire 
power strip.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR:
No ‘master’ outlet. 
Description may include 
‘automatic switching’ or 
‘power detection’.

Timer Power Strip

COST: $-$$

USER:
Someone who does not turn 
off devices and falls asleep.

FEATURES:
Power strip automatically 
turns off outlets based on  
a pre-set schedule.

CONS:
You have to set up the  
timer and stick to your 
schedule for maximum 
energy savings.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR:
Digital or dial timer
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